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I open and fill with love 
 

Jalaluddin Rumi 

 

In your light I learn how to love. 

In your beauty, how to make poems. 

 

You dance inside my chest 

where no one sees you, 

 

but sometimes I do, 

and that sight becomes this art. 

 

~ 
 

There is some kiss we want 

with our whole lives, the touch 

 

of spirit on the body. Seawater 

begs the pearl to break its shell. 

 

And the lily, how passionately  

it needs some wild darling! 

 

At night, I open the window and ask 

the moon to come and press its 

face against mine. 

 

Breath into me. Close 

the language-door and open the love window. 

The moon won’t use the door, 

only the window.  

 

~ 
 

 

 



Are you jealous of the ocean’s generosity? 

Why would you refuse to give 

this joy to anyone? 

 

Fish don’t hold the sacred liquid in cups!  

They swim the huge fluid freedom. 

 

~ 
 

Drumsound rises on the air, 

it’s throb, my heart. 

 

A voice inside the beat says, 

“I know you’re tired, 

but come, this is the way.” 

 

~ 
 

I open and fill with love 

and what is not love 

evaporates. 

 

All the learning in books 

stays put 

on the shelf.  Poetry, the dear 

 

words and images of song,  

comes down over me like mountain water.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Translated from Persian and used with permission from Coleman Barks 
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I. In your light I learn how to love
Martha Helen SchmidtRumi

Translation used with permission from Coleman Barks
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II. There is some kiss we want
Martha Helen SchmidtRumi

Slow

Translation used with permission from Coleman Barks
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III. Are you jealous?
Martha Helen SchmidtRumi

Translation used with permission from Coleman Barks
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a tempo
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IV. Drumsound rises on the air
Martha Helen SchmidtRumi

Translation used with permission from Coleman Barks
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Freely
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V. I open and fill with love
Martha Helen SchmidtRumi

Translation used with permission from Coleman Barks
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